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Amendment thus passed; the clause also
-consequentially amended, by striking out
Subelause 2, and agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.58 p.m.

legislative aounctl,
Tuesday, 81h November, 1910.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

DEMISE OF KING EDWARD VII.:
ACCESSION OF KING GEORGE V.

Despatches in Reply.
The PRESIDENT: I have received a

memorandum from His Excellency the
Governor transmitting copies of 'the fol-
lowing despatches, which he has received
from the Bight Honourable the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies for commu-
nication to the members of the Legis-
lative Council of Western Australia:-

Downin Street, 30th September, 1910.
Sir,--I have the honour to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your despatch No.
64 of the 29th August, and to request
that you will convey to the members
of the Legislative Council the thanks
of His -Majesty the King for thei mes-
sage of their sympathy with him in the
death of Ring Edward V11.

I have the honour to he, sir, your
most obedient humble servant (signed)
Crewe.

Glovernor, Sir Gerald Strickland,
K.C.'M.G., etc.

1503

Downing Street, 30th September, 1910.
Sir,-I have the honour to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your despatch No.
65 of the 29th of August transmitting
an address to His Majesty the Ring
from the Legislative Council of the
Parliament of the State of Western
Australia.

In reply, I have to request that you
will convey to the Legislative Council
an ezpression of His Majesty's thanks
for their assurances of loyalty and de.-
votion and for their wishes for the
length and prosperity of his reign.

I have the honour to be, sir, -your
most obedient humble servant (signed)
Crewe.

Governor, Sir Gerald Strickland,
KR.C.M.G., etc.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report of

the Inspector General of the Insane for
1909. 2. Report of the Under Secretary
for Lands for 1909-10. 3, W.A. Govern-
ment Railways-Rates and General Regu-
lations for conveyance of passengers,
parceels, etc. 4, Roads Act, 1902-By-
laws of (a) Serpentine Road Board; (b)
West Arthur Road Board. 5, By-laws of
the following M1unicipialities :-(a) Men-
zies; (b) Boulder; (e) Norseman; (di)
South Perth; (e) Perth.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1. Game Act Amendment, transmitted

to the Legislative Assembly.
2. General Loan and Inscribed Stock,

passed.

BILL-FISHE9RIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D). Connolly) in moving the second
reading- said : As the title of the
Bill indicates, this is a small amend-
ment of the Fisheries Act of 1905. A
similar Bill was introduced in a former
session but did not pass another place be-
fore the close of that session. Section 30
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of the Fisheries Act provides that ex-
clusive licenses may be ranted for a
term not exceeding 14 years for any pro-
duct of the sea other than food fish. It
was found in the definition of the Act
that food fish covered marine animal life,
such as the turtle. There is a great num-
ber of turtles along the North-West coast,
extending over a distance of probably
1,000 miles, between Dirk Hartog Island
and as far North as Wyndham. These
marine animals abound in thousands there
and they have a great market value but,
unfortunately, in the past no use has been
made of these particular animals. Several
applications have been made to establish
works from time to time for the preser-
vation and utilisation of these turtles;
but these people will not take up the
work unless they can he ranted exclusive
licenses, the same as can be granted for
other products of the sea. At present
there are three applications in- One is
from the well-known London firm of
Bellis, who do a very large business in
turtles. They have applied on several
occasions, and have offered to put up
£10,000 capital and go into the business
properly' , a'id to; agree to any reasonable
restrictions that may he imposed upon
them. Another London firm is prepared
to put upl at least £25,000 in wvorldng the
industry: and a brvat syndicate has also
recently made application for an exclu-
sive license; but owing to the definition
of "food fish" in the Act of 1905 it is not
within the power of the Govern or-in-
Council to grant an exclusive license, as
the turtle, as marine animal life, comes
within the definition of "food fish." This
small amendment is provided to get over
the difficulty. Undoubtedly it would be
a valuable industry to the State if some
use could he made of these turtles, be-
cause now they are simply dying off from
old age, or are being destroyed by their
natural enemies, whereas they might be
turned into a valuable product and em-
ploy a large amount of labour. In con-
nection with these applications, one stipu-
lation wvill be that the whole of the work
will have to be carried out in Western
Australia; that is to say, the animal will
be reduced to the full manufactured state
before it leaves the State. The turtles

will not simply be caught and cut up and
sent home in the dry state, but they wilt
be converted into a marketable commodity,
before leaving Western Australia.

Ron. B. C. O'Brien: Will white labour
only he employed?

Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY
There is no provision for that. I do not
think it would be possible to insert a
provisioa of the kind in a Bill of this
nature. I do not suppose it would receive
assent if anything of the kind was tacked
on to it.

Hon. J. W. Langsford- Was not that
the diflicultv last session?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
This Bill is p~ractically the same as was
introduced last session. There is also
another difficulty about granting these
licenses. As most members are aware,
turtles are not caught in the water, but
they are caught onl the foreshore when
they come uip to lay their eggs; and there
is no power uinder the present Act to
grant any lease of the foreshore; so pro-
vision is made in this Bill wvith that ob-
ject. There are certain provisos in the
Bill. It is provided that the exclusive
license shall not apply to hawks'-bil
turtle, nor to b6che-dc-mcr (trepang), nor
dugong, and that persons may take these
animals within the restricted area for
their own use, for food. There is a fur-
ther provision that where a lease is
granted extending over more than 75
miles of the coastline, the agreement must
be laid on the Table of each House for 14
days before it is granted. Thus Parlia-
nient can see whether the agreement is
in accordance with its wishes; if not,
it will be competent for either House,
by motion or otherwise, to reject the
agreement. To those members who have
had no experience of these waters 75
miles may seem a huge area, but as
a matter of fact, it is not a huge
area, It is only 75 miles of the
coastline. But even with 75 miles
it may only be possible to obtain a
few miles, or less of coastline that
wvill be of any ulse to a company
for this purpose; because it is only
the sandy beaches that they can
make use of. As they will have
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to take thte 75 miles in a continuous area,
there may be only a small beach here and
there of which they can make any use.

Hon, J. W. Hackett: What about the
islandsI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
area of 75 miles would probably take in
a great many islands. Where the turtles
abound the North-West coast is studded
with numerous islands ; and invariably
the west coasts of these islands are rocky,
while a good deal of the east coast of the
islands may be rocky; it is only the sandy
beaches on the east coast of the islands
will he of any use to these people. I
move-

That the Bill1 be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. W. Kingstmill de-

bate adjourned.

BILL-ABORIGINES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J_ D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This Bill contains a num-
ber of small but very necessary amnend-
ments to the Ahorigines Act of 1005. It
is brought before the House firstly be-
cause the experience gained in the work-
ing of the Act during the past five years
has shown that the Act is deficient in cer-
tain points, and secondly because since
the Act was passed the administration of
the Act has altered. For instance, at the
passing of the Act, and until a few years
ago, the Aborigines Department did not
have to administer lock hospitals, the
same as we have now established at Ber-
flier and Doree Islands; nor did the de-
partment have to administer cattle sta-
tions such as we have now established for
the welfare of the natives in the Kimber-
ley district. For these reasons it was
found necessary to introduce the amend-
mnents contained ii' the Bill now before the
House. The first amendment is in Clause
2. providing that the Governor may ap-
point a Deputy Chief Protector of Abor-
igines. At the present tune the Chief
Protector, being the Chief Protector for

the whole State, maust necessarily be ab-
sent from his office a gr~eat deal Just
now be is somewhere on the ledell and
Robinson Rivers, north of Derby. He has
been there some months; and though he
will return to Perth shortly, next winter
he will go back there, or to a district a
little to the south. Altogether it is more
than probable he will be away from his
office at least six months in the year, be-
cause it is in the remote parts of the
State that the aborigines mostly live, and
the principal dut-y of the Chief Protector
lies in those remote portions of the State.
There was no provision made in the Act
of 1905 for appointing a Deputy Chief
Protector; and as there are certain stat-
utory duties to be performed under the
Act by the deputy remaining in Perth,
it is necessary to make the provision con-
tained in Ciause 2 for the appointment of
a Deputy Chief Protector. Clause 3
amends Section 8 of the principal Act,
and takes away from the mother of an
illegitimate half-caste child her right over
the child. It is practically giving the same
power under the Aborigines Act that we
take under the State Children Act. It is
undlesirable, as hon. members will recog-
nise, that half-caste aboriginal children
should be allowed to continue with the
tribes. From time to time they are gathi-
ered up and placed in the different mis-
sions; and this will, of course, continue;
but difficulty arises at times that the
mother may claim her illegitimate half-
caste child; and there is no power under
the Aborigines Act to withhold that child
f rom her. This clause provides for tak-
ing away from the mother the power over
the child and vesting it in the institutions
until the child is 16 years of age. It i's
exactly the same power as is used when
children are sent to an orphanage under
the State Children Act.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: In certain in-
sinees you might allow the child to re-
main with the mother.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
the State has no diesire to keep the chil-
dren unnecessarily. It is exactly the same
as with white children. If the aboriginal
woman becomes married to a white man
and leads a proper life she may have the
rhild with her.
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Hon. W. Kingsinill: It does not say
that she must be an aboriginal. Suppose
she is a white woman?7

The COLONIAL SECRE.TARY: I do
not know of anty case where a white wvo-
man has an aboriginal half-caste child.

Ron. W. Kingsnii: There are cases.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There

may be, but they are niot numerous.
Clause 4 amends Section 10 of the prin-
cipal Act. That section provides that not
more than 2,000 acres may be proclaimed
as an aboriginal reserve in any magister-
ial district. I do not remember why the
area was restricted to 2,000 acres, but it
is not at all a workable proposition. I
was a member of the House at the time
the Act wvas passed, but I am not quite
clear what was the reason for this restric-
tion. Mr. Kingsmill may know.

Hon. W. Kingsmiti:- The reasons were
given in the report of the select commit-
tee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: At
present we are facedl with a difficulty. We
have Bernier and Doree Islands running
into'many thousands of acres and used
exclusively as lock hospitals for aborig-
ines, yet it is not possible to proclaim
them as aboriginal reserves, as there can
he only 2,000 acres proclaimed. Again, we
have the Meooa Ridla cattle station in
Kimberley, containing 900,000 acres; and
again only 2,000 acres can he proclaimed
as an aboriginal reserve. In order to get
over the difficulty and proclaimn them ab-
original reserves it is proposed to strike
out the 2,000-acres restriction 'and leave
the area without limit. Clause 5 amends
Section 1S of the principal Act. That sec-
tion provides for protectors issuing per-
mits for the employment of native labour.
It so happens in remote districts, say a
station some 200 miles from the coast,
where A protector is a manager of a
station, [here may not be another protec-
tor within 100 miles, and therefore this
protector is gien power to issue a permit
to himself or his employees. In some in-
stance, I regret to say, this power has
been abused, and the Bill places some re-
strictions upon it. The protector will
not be able to grant a permit to himself1
or his owner, or his employees, without
getting special preinission from the Chief

Protector of Aborigines. Clause 6 is an
amendment suggested by the Crown Law
Department. It is to amend Section 19.
Section 19 is a repetition of Section 21
and, therefore, is repealed. Clause 7 is,
an amendment to Section 21 of the Act,
making the meaning of aboriginal camp
plainer. At present a prosecution can
only be sustained if a person is caught
cohabiting with an aboriginal in or on
premises. It has been held recently in
the Supreme Court that a black's camp
is not "premises."1 For instance, blacks-
may be camped or they may go around
where teamsters are, and these teamsters,
may cohahit with them and thus commit
a breach of the Act. At the same time it
is held that these localities are not pro-
mises. In order to get over that difficulty
and make it applicable the amendment
has been inserted.

Hon, J. W. Hfackett:- Where does it say
anything about premises?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
word "premises" appears in the Act. The
clause repeals Section 21, and provides,
as I have just explained, for makdng the
definition of camp plainer than it is at
the present time. Clause S provides for an
amendment of Section 43 of the principal
Act. Previous to the passing of the Ab-
origines Act of 1905 it was provided that
any white man who habitually lived with
an aboriginal woman should be compelled
to marry her or be prosecuted for living
with her, Itris proposed to alter that.
Previous to the passing of the Act of
1905 there were some men living with ab-
original women in the North, and they had
gathered around them large families.
Some of these men were quite willing to
marry the aboriginal women 'with 'whom
they had been living, but in one or two
instances the men demurred, and the only
course left was to prosecute them. That
however, would mean forcingZ them, in
some cases, to leave the children to pro-
ride for themselves. It is not proposed
to allow any habitual cohabitation be-
tween white mn and native women, but
in the instances I have mentioned it will
mean that the Chief Protector will he
given certain powers. that is to say, no
prosecution shall lie under this clause
without the consent of the Chief Protector
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of Aborigines. If the Chief Protector
is satisfied that there is a case in which
there would be more hardship brought
about by enforcing the provisions of the
Act, then he shall have power in such an
instance to waive the prosecution. I ad-
mit there are not numerous cases of this
kind, but there are one or two, and it was
thought wise to have a provision of this
kind.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: With the consent
of the Minister for the time being, I take
it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: it
wvill be left to the Chief Protector and
probably he will refer the matter to the
Minister. Clause 9 amends Section 44 of
the principal Act, hut I might quote that
section to make the matter. clear. It
says-

Any person who entices or persuades
an aboriginal or half-caste girl under
the age of 16 years to leave any school
or aboriginal institution without the
consent of a protector, or to leave any
lawful service without the like consent,
shall be guilty of an offence against this
Act.

According to the way in which the section
is printed it is not an offence to induce a
black girl to leave an institution if she is
over the age of .10. It is proposed now
to strike out 16 and provide that if any
person indnces an aboriginal girl to leave
any institution or service he shall be
guilty of a breach of this Act. It is just

as necessary to protect the girls over the
age of 16 as it is to protect those who are
uinder 16. Hon. members will readily
understand-those who have had any ex-
perience-that half-castes, unless exempt-
ed, have been treated as aborigines. Hon.
members also will understand the difficul-
ties in the way of half-caste girls remain-
ing moral after they have attained the age
of 16 years. Clause 10 amends Section
45 of the principal Act and it provides,
too, for a very necessary amendment. A
great difficulty that we have to con-
tend with in connection with looking after
aborigines at the present time is with re-
gard to the drink that they are able to
obtain from certain people. The penalty
which is provided for at the present time
is not sufficientl.y severe and the clause

under discnssion provides one which is
severe, and not only does that, but it also
makes it an offence for the native to take
the liquor. I v'enture to say that our
native race would be in a much better
state of health to-day and there would be
less crime among them if they were not
able to obtain intoxicating liquors. With
the view of trying to minimise this on-
fortunate state of affairs Clause 10 has
been inserted. I trust that it will have
the desired effect. Clause 11 will provide
a flew section, and it will stand as 56a.
It will give the governing authority of
any institution the same power over ab-
origines and half-castes under their care
as is given the governing authority of an
institution in which are housed white
children, institutions such as reformna-
tories or orphanages.

Hon. W. Kingsinill: Do you think it is
wise to add a letter to the number of the
clause?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is the Parliamentary Draftsman's idea;
it saves re-nuumbering the whole of the
Act. Clause 12 will also provide for a
new section in the Act, and it will be a
very important one indeed. It will take
the place of the section in the existing
Act. At the present time when an aborigi-
nal is brought before a court for any of-
fence he is allowed to plead for himself.
These unfortunate natives very often have
not a great knowledge of the English lan-
guage and they' do not realise the nature
of the questions put to them. For instance
a magistrate may ask a native questions,
or may repeat anything that may be said,
and the native will always answer "yes,"
and lie is then convicted on his own ad-
mission of guilt. The new clause provides,
as hon. members will see, that no court,
magistrate, or judge shall take the plea
of an aboriginal native by himself, the
native must be represented in court by a
protector, and that protector must plead
for him, unless the magristrate takes the
plea of the native with the consent of the
protector.

Hon. 3. W. Kirwan: Has the protector
any power to appoint a lawyer to defend
a native?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
protector has full power to appoint a
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lawyer, and that is frequently (lone. It is
also done in capital or serious offences.
These natives, or a. great number of them,
live in most unsettled parts of the State,
such as Kimnherley. If a native has to be
tried at Wyndham no lawyer can be ob-
tained -within a distance of 100 miles, and
it would not he possible to get one there
inside a month. In order to get over the
difficulty it is provided in the Act that the
protector shall have the right to appear
in court and plead for that native exactly
as a lawyer does in the ordinary course of
justice.

Hon. F. Connor- Does this clause ap-
point the protector to appear for the
nativel

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
the native must at all times -be repre-
sented by a protector.

Hoen. lF_ Connor: The native cannot
he tried unless represented by a protec-
tor?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A.
mangistrate may take the native's plea
with the consent of the protector. The
latter part of the clause provides a fur-
ther safeguard. For instancee, members
of the police forc are frequently ap-
pointed protectors of aborigines because
there are no other suitable persons to
appoint. It provides-".No member of
the police force, being a protector of
aborigines, whose -duties as a member of
the police force connect him -with the
particular prosecution, shall be entitled
to approve of or assent to any plea of
guilty under subsection two of this sec-
tion in such prosecution!'1 Thus no in-
justice will he done.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Who will you get
for a protector if the resident magistrate
tries the case and the police are prose-
cuting?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There are always a number of police-
men and all of them will not -be prose-
cuting, and as the bon. member knows, in
places like Wyndhamn or Derby there are
half a dozen protectors who are generally
business people in the town, and in such
eases one of them Can be asked to take
part in the proceedings. The latter part
Of the clause provides for a rather im-

portant alteration to the present Act.
It has been contended by the residents of
Kimberley that imprisoning natives has
anything but a good effect. After hav-
ing served sentences for cattle-spearing
or other offenees and they are returned
to their native places they become even
worse than they were before -their im-
prisonment. The only way to get over
cattle-killing and other crimes is to de-
bar these natives from returning to their
tribal districts. I know that natives have
a great fear that they wvill not he allowed
to return to the places from whence they
came. Considerable difficulty was ex-
perienced in connection with the esbab-
Jisinent of the lock hospitals. There
-was a number of diseased natives along
the coast and immediately the police were
sent after them they became scared and
disappeared for fear that if they were
removed to these hospitals they would
never be returned to their districts. Con-
sequently, at the outset it was a diffi-
Cult matter to secure the natives to take
them to the islands where the hospitals
are, bitt since a number of them have
been treated and cured, and then returned
to their districts, there has been no fur-
ther difficulty with regard to securing
others and sending them to the hospitals.
T only mention this to show that the nia-
tives hare gcat fear that when they are
taken away from their own district that
they will not be sent back. The liatter
part of the clause provides that where
natives who h1ave received Government
rations and have been convicted a second
or a third time power is given to -the
Minister to transport them to another
part of the State, I do not know that
there is any great use in putting the
amendment in the Bill. It will be rather
inoperative I am afraid; because -we
could not bring a Kimberley native to the
South-West and leave him therre; he
would not remain there; he would travel
back to his native place. Therefore,
the only way to deal with them whuld
be to put them on islands; and even then
they could escape; but I thought it well,
froma the experience of the administra-
tion of the Act, to give the matter a trial.
If there is a v-ery' had ease, if a man is
con stantly offending and getting into
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gaol, we might send him to Bernier or
Dorse Island, and it might have a good
effect on the rest of the tribe in this par-
ticular district. However, as I have in-
dicated, it cannot be availed of to any
great extent. -Clause 13 is an amend-
ment. to Section 66 of the Act. Unfor-
hinately there is a great amount of im-
morality between the coloured -men work-
ing on the boats on'the North-West coast
and the native women. In order to make
better provision against this, power is
taken in Clause 13 to declare any portion
of the coast a prohibited area which these
boats cannot use. Any portion of the
coast near an aboriginal mission, or where
aboriginal women are likely 'to be found,
may be proclaimed a Prohibited area, and
the coloured crews from the luggers
cannot land -at those particular spots. It
is very difficult at present to pmoteetese
women from the coloured men, and I
trust this provision will have -the diesired
effect. Clause 14 is the last clause of
the Bill I need mention, It amends Sec-
tion 64, the financial section of the prin-
cipal Act. This section prescribes a trust
account at the Treasury to be operated
upon as in the case of a banking account,
namely, by drawing on it by cheque; and
also prescribes a balance-sheet showing
assets and liabilities of the department,
also an income and ezpenditdire account,
and such other statements as may be re-
quired by the Minister. It is quite im-
possible to get out a balance-sheet of the
Aborigines Department; it is not done
in any other departments, and I think it
was a mistake in having the Act drawn
up in that way. Tihe Aborigines Depart-
Ment works exactly the same as any other
department. If any buildings have to be
Put up they are put up 'by the Works
Departmenlt just as is done for other de-
partmen3ts. The Auditor General, how-
ever, drew attention to Section 64 and
refused to sign the balance-sheet attached
last year to the annual report of the
Chief Protector. The provision in the
clause in the Bill is to amend the section
so that, instead of a balance-sheet show-
ing assets and liabilities, and an income
and expenditure account a simple cash
statement of receipts and payments will

be provided, and, this will be certified to
by the Audfitor General. I't would be im-
possible to have *a balance-sheet, which
would mean the annual assessing of the
assets of the departmewnt; and I do not
think Parliament ever contemplated it
when the Act was passed. For instance,
it would be necessary to have a muster
of the stock on the aboriginal stations so
as to arrive at the value of the stock.
The Bill is small, but it is a very ima-
portant one, because it makes many very
imaportant amendments to the Aborigines
Act, occasion for these having arisen
firstly through the alteration in the ad-
ministration of the Act, and secondly by
the experience gained during five years of
working the Act. I move-

Thut the Bill be now~ read a second
time.

On mnotion by Hon. B. C. O'Brien, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL, BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Bill read a third time and passed.

ADJOURMENT-S TATE OF BUSI-
NESS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hlon.
J. D. Connolly) moved-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the .15th November.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Why not a fort-
night?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :I
thought the House might have received
the Licensing Bill from another place to-
day, and that it might have been read a
first time. However, it has not come
down. It is a very big Bill and I think
it would be wise to get on with it as soon
as possible. It will be read a first time
on Tuesday next and a second time on the
Wednesday. The measure is "ow printed
as amended in another place, and mern-
hers can obtain copies of it, and they
will have until Tuesday to peruse it.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM :I
would like the Minister to make the ad-
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journment for a fortnight. There are
large gatherings in one or two parts of
the State that take place only once a year
-I allude to Carnarvon particularly-
and a fortnight's adjournment -would give
an opportunity to some members to visit
their constituents. If it would not incon-
venience the business a fortnight's ad-
journment would be of advantage to them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
am willing to make it a fortnight if it is
the will of the House.

Motion by leave withdrawn3.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved-
That the House at its rsing9 adjourn

until Tuesday, the 22nd November.

Question passed.

House adjourned at .5.28 p.m.

Tuesday, 8th November, 1.910.

Question -bDarying land...........1330
Water Supply, Hoffman's 31111 1330
Pinytrra-36harrndoug Railway, extension .- 1330
Australian Navy at Fremanhile 1331

Blfnhrush, police protection......1331
Sweating, Mr. Brennan's statement 1331
Agent Gcee ............... 1332

Public Servants and Defence Forces, papers Dot
supplied........... .... 1332

land Transacions Dalnilifnl, papers not Cow.-13
select Committee's Report, extenso of- -time -1382

Leave of Absence..............1833
Pa prsned..............1333Pe4rt Municipal Gas and Electric Lighting,

Cor................1333
Fremiantle Freemasons' Lodge No. 2 Dils.

position, SR.............1340
Liceni*g 3a..............1840
Health, Cr... . . . 14
Game Akct Amendment, iz.........1380
Agricultural Bank Act Amendment, Returned 1380
General Lean and inscribed Stock, Returned 1360

The SPEAKER to-ok the Chair at 4.30
P.M., and re-ad prayers.

QUESTION-DAIRYING LAND.
Mr- H EITMASUN asked the Mlinister

for Lands: What is the estimated acreag-e

of Crown lands in the State suitable for
dairying purposes?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: Probably 6,000,000 acres of Crown
lands, having a rainfall of 20 inches and
over.

QUESTION - WATER SUPPLY,
HOFFMAN'S MILL.

Mr. O'LOGKELEN asked the Premier:
1, Is he aware that the water supply at
Hoffman's MI is unfit for human con-
sumptionq' 2, Did the inspector for the
Central Board of Health make certain re-
commendations re the said supply? 3,
Were these recommendations carried out?
4, If not, why not? 5, Will the inspec-
tor's report be made available?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, The
main 'supply is -wholesome. The last in-
spection showed that the supply was free
from any contamination. 2, Yes; that
the main supply be extended to that por-
tioll of the settlement now supplied by the
cree. 3, Th' e recommendations were
transmitted to the company (Millars'),
who have communicated with the mill
malnger. A further inspection will be
made as soon as an inspector is available.
4, Answered by No. 3. 5, Yes.

Q1UESTION - FINJARRA-MIARRA-
DONG RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Mlr. O'LO GREEN asked the Premier:
1, It is the intention of the Government
to immediately bring down a Bill for the
extension of the Pinjarra-Marradong
Railway" 2, Seeing that the co-operative
society will during the next three months
supply over 10,000 tons of freight, will
the Government immediately build an-
other three miles of line? 3, Failing
prompt action by the Government will
they arrange with the co-operative soci-
ety to build this extension and so give
facilities to many hundreds of residents?

The PREM1IER replied: 1, The Gov-
ernment propose to introduce a Bill for
the extension of the Pinjarra-MIarrin-
lip Railway towards Marradong as soon
as the business before Parliament will per-
mit, and if passed the construction of the
line %%rill he proceeded with without delay.
2 and 3. Answered by 'No,. 1.
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